Muslim teaching on equality

Underline / highlight specialist  religious vocabulary
The Qur’an teaches that everyone was created by Allah and that everyone is equal, though not the same; “ Of His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth,  and the diversity of your tongues and colours.” Therefore there is no reason to treat people of different races differently. Allah’s Prophet, Muhammad, showed in his actions that everyone should be treated equally.  The Ummah [brotherhood] accepts Muslims from all nations, cultures and races.  When Muslims pray, they stand shoulder to shoulder to show equality before Allah.  During Hajj [pilgrimage], Muslims wear Ihram [white garments] to show equality before Allah.  Islam also teaches that men & women are equal in the sight of Allah, although they are not viewed as the same. Men and women have different purposes / responsibilities.  It is part of Allah’s design and purpose for men and women to have different physical characteristics; likewise it is the duty of a man to provide for the financial needs of his family and for a women to look after the home and family.  The Prophet Muhammad stressed the importance of women and the respect that should be shown to them.
